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A Big Request 
Matthew 14:13-21 
 
Our Gospel this morning is a story, a story about a miracle that is found in all four Gospels.   
The fact that all four authors of the Gospels included this story means that it was of great 
importance to the early church.   
 
Many reasons have been given for this.  The one that makes the most sense to me is that 
this story taught Christians the very heart of the Gospel message and was also a source of 
hope and inspiration for the early Christians who wanted to be faithful against great odds.   
 
We learn from this story of the feeding of the 5000, that following Jesus is a big 
responsibility.  Jesus asks big stuff of his disciples – and of us, and of anyone who would 
follow him.  
 
In this story, Jesus asks big stuff of the people in the crowd by asking them to sit down 
together.  The crowd was made up of people who had little in common except that they 
were hungry—for food, for healing, for truth, for Jesus. In those times the people you ate 
with were the people of your own social group.  You never ate with someone lower or 
higher in status than yourself.  It just wasn’t done.  That is why it was so hard for people to 
understand how Jesus could possibly eat with a lowly tax collector or suggest that people 
on the streets be invited to a rich person’s banquet.  Jesus knows these things – yet he asks 
the people to sit down together.  They sit and they are fed. No questions asked. No 
prerequisites demanded. No standards of holiness to meet first. 
 
In John’s version of this story there is a young boy who has 5 loaves of bread and two fish.  
He is asked to share them with the crowd.  Can you imagine him looking around at all those 
people and thinking, “what good will this little bit of food do?”  or “Will there be a bite left 
for me?”  Yet he gives his food to the disciples.  
 
And the disciples – Jesus asks the biggest job of all from them.  Here is a hungry throng of 
people out in the desert where there are no stores, no restaurants, no place to get 
something to eat.  When the disciples suggest that Jesus send the people back to the villages  
so they can find food, he says, “Let them stay. You give them something to eat.”   
 
If I were a disciple my reaction would be “Who me? But we don’t have any food, just this 
little bit of bread and two small fish.”   Jesus says, “You feed them.”   
 
Notice that Jesus didn’t feed the people himself.  He told the disciples to do it.  By doing this, 
Jesus makes it clear that God has entrusted us to be the body of Christ, the hands and feet 
through which God’s work is done in the world.  God does not work alone but through 
all of us.  To follow Jesus means to work in concrete acts of love, justice and compassion.   
We are asked to feed each other, and to take care of each other.   
 
Luckily God does not leave us to act on our own.  This story also shows us that God will give 
us the power to work for good in the world.  God will shower us with strength and courage 
when we need it most to do God’s work. When we are faced with situations where we don’t 
believe we can manage; God is there with us.   
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When Jesus told the disciples to feed the crowd of people they thought it was impossible.   
There were so many hungry people and so little food to share among them.However, when 
the disciples worked together and trusted Jesus, they found they had more than enough.   

 
And Jesus did not wait for them to get it all figured out on their own.  He took what they 
had in their hands – 5 loaves of bread and two fish and their willingness to trust him – he 
acknowledges God’s gift of abundance and blesses the food and there is enough plus 
leftovers!  There is plenty. 
 
 This is true for us also. God asks hard things of us with no promise that there will not be 
struggle and pain.  But God does promise us that he will be with us and that God’s intention  
of justice and love and peace in the world will ultimately prevail with our help. 
 
So, what big or overwhelming or hard thing has God asked of you recently?  How did you 
respond?  I know my first response is often like the disciples – send this big thing away.  
There is not enough, I don’t know enough, I’m not strong enough to do this thing that you 
ask.   
 
This was especially true when I started hearing a call to ordained ministry.  My first 
response was, “Who me?  No way.  I could never do that.”  God is gentle and caring  
and let me think that I had dodged the call …for a while.  But God is also persistent,  
very lovingly persistent.  And eventually it became clear to me that God really was asking 
me to go back to school and then to seminary and become a priest.   
I did not feel I was capable of the studies required or that my finances would allow me  
to go away to school for three years.  And by myself I could not have done it.  It took my 
faith communities, my family and friends, and trust (that sometimes wavered) that if God 
was asking this big thing of me, then God would provide all that I needed to see me through.   
And God has!  
 
The same is true for each of you.  You may not be asked to feed 5000 people, but maybe 50!   
You may not be asked to follow a path to ordained ministry, but you are asked to love and 
show compassion to the people where you work and live.   
 
God’s big request of you is going to be different from everyone else’s.  Sometimes it may be 
to just to get through the day remembering that God loves you.  
God’s big request may be difficult and overwhelming.  Yet God is there with us always  
to help us accomplish whatever has been asked. The miracle of this story is that God loves 
everyone of us, all 6 billion of us on this planet and that God is ready and willing to partner 
with us as we share that love with all who are hungry for it.   
 
Pay attention this week, and see where you can be a part of the miracle. 
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