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Homily Matthew 22:34-46 
Leviticus 1-2, 15-18 
 
Well, this morning we have round three of questions aimed at discounting Jesus’ authority 
as a teacher.  Last week there was the question about whether people should pay taxes to 
Caesar.  Next there is a question about the resurrection that we do not hear at this time in 
our lectionary. And today we have a question about the greatest commandment.  
 
This question comes after Jesus triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his cleansing of the 
Temple, and the confrontation of Jesus by the religious leaders.  To us this may feel like it 
has taken a long time because we have been hearing these parables and questions for many 
weeks, but in reality it all happened in just a few days.    
 
The leaders are getting quite desperate to stop Jesus and so in today’s Gospel reading they 
send in the “big gun” lawyer who basically asks Jesus if he has a clue about being a Jew.   
And with his answer they, and we, know that he does.  Since we are in the midst of the 
World Series I’ll add a baseball metaphor.  The Pharisees throw Jesus an easy pitch and he 
knocks it out of the park.  They are trying to trick him into saying that the other 612 laws 
are less important.  But Jesus takes two well-known verses from the Hebrew Scriptures,  
puts them together, then adds his own special twist.   
 
When asked what is the greatest commandment, Jesus quotes Judaism’s most fundamental, 
ancient, and widely recited biblical passage from Deuteronomy called the Shema.   
It begins, “Hear O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is one,” and continues with “You shall 
the love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.”  Then Jesus adds another scripture that he says is like the first, which we heard in 
Leviticus this morning, “ You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  And then comes his 
own twist – he doesn’t make the other laws lesser,but says that all of them work together.  
“On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”  In other words all of 
them are important.   
 
However, Jesus does not see the laws as rules and regulations to be carefully followed and 
used to catch people doing wrong.  Instead he sees them as all being about love.  He sees 
them as being about figuring out how to love God and neighbor and self, and not about how 
to avoid cracks in a legal sidewalk.   
 
So what does it mean to love God with everything, with our whole life, with our entire self?   
I can’t really answer that, but I thought we might explore the meaning and ways of loving 
God a bit together this morning. 
 
  God is mysterious and beyond our comprehension.  So what is it to love something that we 
can’t see or touch, that we only have the smallest of understanding about.   Jesus wants us 
to orient our entire life toward God. And perhaps Jesus is saying that one way we can begin  
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is to love what God loves.  These texts are joined by Jesus in order to break down all the 
boundaries and limits as to who and what is our neighbor.  God loves all of creation, nature, 
animals and every single person on the planet.  We are asked to do the same!  Wow! That is 
a pretty big ask!  And I think loving God may be even bigger.   
 
That could be why Jesus gave us these greatest commandments to love God andour 
neighbor and our selves.  They give us a direction, a place to start. Once we begin and 
commit to following these laws, once we choose to feel love for each other and act on that 
feeling, then the love of God follows.  Or is it another way?  When we realize how much God 
loves us and not just us but everyone, we can respond to that love with our love of God, 
then everything else just flows out of that.   
 
At one of my interviews recently, I was asked how I love the congregation that I am with.    
I know that I walked in the door here already loving you and the same was true when  
I started at my Field education parish. But how does that happen?  I didn’t know most of 
you individually, yet I knew I loved this community of St. Peter’s.   For me, it feels like God 
gave you to me to love, God gave you to Sid to love.  It is what we are about as your priests. 
It happens by letting God’s love flow through us to you.  And you do the same with us and 
with each other.  So maybe it is a circle of love that needs each of us to keep it going.  Loving 
one another and loving God.    
 
How do we imagine loving an unseen God?   
People have written about it as erotic love – that is one way that we as humans understand 
love in a physical, tangible way.  We have words to express that love. For example, John of 
the Cross, a Spanish mystic, speaks of his love for God in his poem, “On a dark night” by 
saying he is “kindled in love with yearnings” and goes on to express his love in images of 
caress and entwined repose.  
 
Besides physical love, we also show people that we love them by spending time with them,  
telling them we love them, touching them, and by giving them gifts.  Can we do the same 
with God? We spend time with God on Sunday morning, when we pray, when we sit in 
silence with God and when we gaze with amazement and appreciation at God’s spectacular 
creation which is especially glorious here in Morro Bay.  We spend time with God when we 
are caring for other people. I’m sure you can think of more ways that you spend time with 
God. 
 
How about saying I love you to God?  I had never really thought about that until about a 
year ago when one of my professors suggested that we tell God, “I love you,” during a 
meditation session.   Surely God knows that I love God.  Do I have to tell God that? We like 
to hear that we are loved, so I can only imagine that God wants to hear of our love also.   
I wrote it up on my white board to remind myself to tell God,  I love you, God.  I find that I 
write it in my journal at the end of many entries.  And more recently I have begun to say it 
out loud.  I love you, God!    
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What gifts do we give God?  Well, we give the gift of praise when we pray and sing.  We may 
give money to the church, which can also be seen as a gift to God – but that is a subject for 
another sermon!  We also give God the gift of our love. God does not force us to love him.   
Not even with these “commandments.”  We are created to choose to love or not.  God set us 
free knowing that true love of God could only happen if we chose it ourselves.  So we can 
say, I love you, God every day.  And as we say it, it becomes more and more real.   
 
We give this gift of love to God by loving others – all others, as well.  That is what Jesus is 
saying to the leaders and the people this morning.  Life is not about who follows the rules 
the best, but about loving our God and sharing that love with each other.  
 
This week I hope you will consider telling God of your love. Then notice how God’s love 
flows back through you to everyone around you.  
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