
Homily  
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32, Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32 
Proper 21, Year A 
 
More like Christ  
 
On Friday I decided to clean out my sewing closet.  It is a job that has needed doing 
for years.  And because I’m not great at being motivated to do such jobs, I invited a 
friend to join me.  Together we took everything out of the space, and while she 
cleaned, I went through all the boxes and bags. My guess is that you have all done 
this many times.  Me too!  I expected it to be messy and full of hundreds of decisions 
of whether to keep this or throw away that.   
 
What I did not expect was how emotional this project was going to be. Many little 
bits of my family’s story were stored in that closet.  As I looked at the various 
unfinished projects I was pulled back to memories of when they were started and 
who they were for.  There was the Teddy Bear I’d made for one of my boys when he 
was little that had had its nose partially chewed off by the dog, and the almost 
completed quilt that depicts the summers my husband and I had spent in 
Yellowstone Park. As I looked through these treasures I realized how much time had 
passed and how many changes had happened in my life.  And not just the expected 
changes of children growing up or people moving on, but also how much I had 
changed as a person. 
 
Our lessons this morning point to how changes in our lives are important.  And they 
show how coming to know Jesus can cause and can help us to make those changes in 
who we are and how we live.   
 
In Ezekiel God asks the people of Israel to repent and turn from their bad behavior.  
He tells them to cast out what is wrong and get a new heart and new spirit!  Change 
yourselves, he says, into the people I have created you to be, so you can live.   
 
In the New Testament reading, Paul reminds the Christians of Philippi that they 
know what is right; they know they are called to be imitators of Christ, to be people 
who show love and compassion for others and are willing to help each other as they 
change and become more Christ like.  In addition, Paul reminds them they don’t 
have to do this alone.  That God is at work in them, enabling them to change their 
hearts and minds to live as imitators of Jesus.   
 
And finally, in the Gospel this morning we see Jesus in action dealing with the chief 
priests and elders.  He would like them to change their minds and believe in him and 
follow these new ways of living.  However, they are stubborn and my guess is they 
are very scared of such changes. After all, they have been in positions of authority 
and power for generations.  After watching Jesus furiously flip over the 
moneychanger’s tables and call the Temple a den of thieves the day before, they are 



probably very concerned about how to deal with this man Jesus and his large group 
of followers.  They are fearful of losing their authority and power.   
 
And not knowing what else to do they confront him with a question about his 
authority and get totally stumped by Jesus asking them a question that they can not 
answer without getting themselves into big trouble.   
 
The TV celebrity, Dr. Phil, was asked once, if he could interview anyone in the world, 
past or present, who would it be?  He answers without hesitation that he would like 
to talk to Jesus and ask him about the meaning of life.  I’m thinking that might not be 
such a good idea unless he was looking to have his life totally turned upside down.  
Just as the priests and elders found out, Jesus is very good at turning what you say 
around in such a way that you have no idea what you are about.  It usually doesn’t 
go well.  I imagine that by the end of an interview with Jesus, Dr. Phil, or any of us, 
would probably have heard that we should sell all we own, give the money to the 
poor, and follow Jesus.   
 
Maybe we are ready to do that!  But I think most of us are like the chief priests and 
elders, and are more likely to want to remain with the status quo. In order to 
change, we often need a push that may come in the form of some life-changing event 
such as an accident, catastrophic illness, loss of a job, or death of a loved one. 
 
And when something like that has happened, how does God help us to use our 
brokenness to become more like Jesus?  Or how do we take the difficult and painful 
things that we have done to others or have had done to us in the past and move 
beyond them to become the humble people who look not to our own interests but to 
the interests of others like Paul says to the Philippians? 
 
It isn’t easy and it takes time to move through the pain and even want to become an 
imitator of Christ.  Living a Christian life is a process.  It doesn’t happen all at once or 
even in a few years.  This is a process of humility and transformation that takes our 
whole lives.  It is what we are about in our time here on earth.  
 
We can’t do it alone.  We need each other and we need God’s help. 
 
At the Last Supper Jesus gave us an action, a sacred ritual for us as a community to 
use to understand his message.  We are to keep repeating it over and over so that 
the message will slowly sink in and we will be changed by it.  Jesus says to us that by 
eating the bread and wine of this holy meal we are saying a radical yes to Jesus and 
to our own suffering and the suffering of the world.   
 
We are to chew on this mystery!  “Take this,” “eat and drink this” together, and you 
will begin to understand Jesus message that love has nothing to do with worthiness 
or authority in any form.  All that is required is that you participate and trust.  By 
drinking and eating we are saying to each other and ourselves that we agree to do 



everything we can to change ourselves to be imitators of Christ for the sake of his 
people, of the church, and of the world. 
 
You don’t have to wait for life to give you a push.  God does not define you by what 
you have done or not done, or by what has been done to you.  We are so much more 
than what is stored in our closets, or than what has happened to us.  God loves us.  
God loves us to the very core of our being and sees us only as God’s beloved 
children.  
 
Remember this as we share the Eucharist this morning.  Take and feast on Christ’s 
body and blood and allow yourself to be changed.   
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