
Suffer the Little Children – Lent3A 
 

Today, in lieu of a sermon, I want to give you a brief look at one 
of the most glaring needs of our society, and to briefly describe 
what one expanding group of people is doing to address the 
situation. In listening to the biblical stories about water, we 
here in California have a leg up on some of our fellow 
Americans: we know what it’s like to be short of water. Of 
course our problems, however pressing, don’t compare with 
those of a multitude of others, especially in Africa, who have 
never known what it’s like to take a cool drink of clean water, 
let alone a shower or a swim. But we do know the concept of 
“parch.” So when the Israelites complain to Moses that they are 
being killed with thirst, we can at least imagine their condition 
better than most. And when Moses strikes the rock with his 
stick and water comes out, we can relate to their joy and 
wonderment.   
 
There are some things a person needs. In our culture, it is very 
difficult to separate what these needs are, because so many of 
us are engaged in trying to blur the lines. The vast majority of 
products, services and forms of entertainment that come to our 
attention – that come on the market – cannot be truthfully – 
even remotely -- described as necessaries. But we sell these 
things to each other with a million strategies for convincing 
one another we can’t do without them, that we will suffer 
without them. Water, on the other hand, is a real need. Food, 
clothing, shelter, health care, and education, some form of all of 
these are necessary to a decent, normal, whole life.  
 
The final puzzle piece is the one Jesus is talking about with the 
Samaritan woman this morning, what he calls ‘Living Water,’  

 



saying, “Everyone who drinks of the well (H2O) will be thirsty 
again tomorrow, we need that water every day. But those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” He is talking about the final necessary 
ingredient in the life of every human being who will thrive; he is 
talking about love. Without the experience of love, all the water in 
the world will not satisfy our thirst. But give a person a foundation 
of nurturing love and, even if things grow dry and times get tough, 
they will never forget it; they will have an emotional and spiritual 
foundation, and a shot at a full life. 

This foundation must be built as a person grows. The job of trying 
to insert love into a life that has not known it, becomes more 
difficult and precarious with each passing year. How hard is it to 
pour a foundation under a building that’s already built? In his 
recent essay on children, T. Robinson Ahlstrom, who directs the 
Center for Children and Social Responsibility at the “Stanford of 
the East,” writes: “Underestimating, undervaluing and 
underserving children is nothing new. As Jesus went about 
unfolding the Kingdom of God, his disciples became more and 
more personally ambitious… ‘They disputed among themselves, 
who would be the greatest.’” The King James Bible says ‘Jesus 
was displeased.’ Let’s face it, he was ticked off. But his response 
was to reorient their attention from matters of worldly want to the 
real business of building the foundations of a healthy society. His 
response was to turn their attention back where it belonged: 
“Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”  

Again, from Ahlstrom’s essay: “ ‘There is a sacredness in tears,’ 
wrote Washington Irving, ‘…they speak more eloquently than ten 
thousand tongues.’ Perhaps the greatest question of our age is 
whether the world’s grownups will ever notice the tears of the 
world’s children. Did you know that almost one-third of the 



world’s seven billion people are children? Of those 2.2 billion 
children, five hundred million have no access to sanitation. Four 
hundred million lack safe water. Three hundred million receive no 
health care. Two hundred million -- mostly girls – receive no 
education. More than one hundred million children endure severe 
malnutrition. The world is a tough neighborhood – especially for 
children. While serious people may spar over the causes and cures 
of the world’s political turmoil, social unrest and economic 
dislocation, one thing is certain: it is the children who suffer. 
Alleviating the plight of children, here in the United States and 
around the world, represents the profound moral imperative of our 
generation.” Close quote. 

There are many ways we as individuals can help, from monetary 
contributions, to awareness campaigns, to personal involvement 
among populations of disadvantaged children at home or abroad. 
One of the most basic and effective means of ‘suffering the 
children’ is direct involvement in building the foundations of love 
that make whole healthy lives possible. Right here in San Luis 
Obispo, the Family Care Network facilitates our desire to help 
children through foster care. At the 10:30 service today, we will 
welcome a guest from The Family Care Network who will describe 
her experience as a foster child, and how the basic need of love, 
supplied at a crucial time in her life helped make her whole. Please 
read the little insert you have, ask me for more information, do 
your own research, come back at 10:30 if you like, or call Donna 
Fabela, the Director of The Network. If you think of others, friends 
or acquaintances whose lives might adjust to the occasional 
presence of an underloved child for short periods or long, or who 
might want to participate as a mentor, a tutor or volunteer, please 
follow up. The rewards are out of this world. 

  

 


