
Elected by Whom? -- Proper 12A 

       “For those whom God foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn within a large family.  And those 
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom 
he called he also justified; and those whom he justified 
he also glorified.” 

       What is this business of election we hear about 
throughout the Bible, this designation of chosenness 
that some people or peoples acquire and others don’t? 
How can it be that a just and loving God, the creator and 
ultimate judge of humanity and all there is to judge, 
would single out some for peace and others for violence, 
some for gratification and others for frustration, some 
to have and others to have not?  

       Last week we read the story of Jacob’s dream, and 
considered the compelling argument that any higher 
power worth aligning oneself with, let alone 
worshipping, will have put the potential for grace in 
every soul, the spark of divine fire within every heart, a 
diamond on every brow. Each of us has equal access to 
God’s love, if only we will avail ourselves of it. The 
chosen choose themselves, and their process of self-
choosing must be an ongoing one. Nobody is 
preordained or elected.  

       Here in America, we have elections; we’re a 
democracy. What it takes to get elected is to have our 
desire to occupy and fulfill a certain office endorsed by 



more people than favor anybody else. Except maybe in 
Florida. So the idea of pre-election seems not only 
unfair; to us it is unfamiliar and foreign. We are 
uncomfortable with stories about promised lands. Many 
of us shudder to think of what took place right here in 
the name of ‘manifest destiny’ in the realm of political 
and economic affairs, so to apply such a designation in 
spiritual matters seems utterly wrong.   

       In one of our country’s pivotal historical moments, 
President Kennedy observed, “There is always inequity 
in life. Some men are killed in a war and some men are 
wounded, and some men never leave the country; some 
men are stationed in the Antarctic and some are 
stationed in San Francisco. It’s very hard in military or 
in personal life to assure complete equality. Life is 
unfair.” And most of us would agree with him. Life is 
unfair, but God is supposed to be fair.  

       Yet through the years many have taken this portion 
of Paul’s letter to the Romans, along with other remarks 
he makes along the same lines, to mean that only 
certain individuals are chosen – ahead of time – by God. 
Perhaps it would be more useful and sensible to 
remember how God’s goodness comprises all of 
humankind. When we say ‘all of creation groans with 
labor pains until now,’ we recognize the ubiquity of 
grace – it’s everywhere available, and nowhere is it 
withheld to those with ‘ears to hear.’ We hear the 
phrase, ‘many are called but few are chosen,’ implying 
that God beckons all of us in love, but not all of us 



answer. We might just as easily say, ‘many (as in all) are 
chosen, but few (as in none) are called (as in loving only 
God and being wholly inclined to God’s purposes).’  

       Does this mean that Paul is just plain wrong, as far 
as this issue of election is concerned? Or are we dealing 
with yet another of those sneaky paradoxes like the 
ones Jesus so often uses to get under our skin, to get 
inside our hearts and make us the Body of the risen 
Christ? Perhaps Paul addresses himself to his Roman 
audience using the pronoun ‘we,’ with confidence that 
whoever hears him will self-identify as the chosen elect 
of whom he speaks. His confidence engenders its own 
justification, and his is a self-fulfilling prophecy, like the 
passion engendered in a college football stadium, 
where, until the game has wound down (or exploded) to 
its conclusion, everyone ‘knows’ their team will win, 
Paul knows his audience to be among the elect.  

       All those whose lives have been changed by 
encountering the passion of God’s incarnate self in the 
world, and who now consider themselves more or less 
members of the eternally interconnected creation we 
christ-ians call the body of the risen Christ, all are more 
or less moved by this same kind of confidence and 
passion. They, and we ask, with Paul, “What can we say? 
If God is for us, who is against us?”  

       Paul knows, as do we, that only one team can win a 
particular contest. Truth to tell, our team might not win 
the game today, just as everyone who is chosen, (or 



called, however you want to put it), doesn’t magically 
become sin-free and flawlessly, permanently virtuous in 
a twinkling. What they, and we become is possessed of a 
deeper awareness of grace and glory than ever seemed 
possible before. What they, and we come to realize is 
that this connection with the rest of Creation, and the 
obligations and accountability that go along with such a 
connection are not at all a matter of, ‘my life’s holier 
than thy life,’ with or without Kenl Ration. The 
connection we share is offered freely to all, and nobody 
has any idea why some people can accept and nurture 
and bear witness to it, while others struggle to maintain 
a small measure of awareness, let alone consistency.  
What they, and we feel is not so much elect, as e-lucked, 
to coin a word, we are the lucky ones.  

       Actually, there is already an obsolete English word, 
‘eluctation.’ According to Webster, it means, “A bursting 
or struggling forth from some difficulty.” Whatever 
imagery we  favor most from our narrative traditions: 
Noah and his spectacularly dysfunctional family 
surviving a worldwide flood, or the people of Israel 
escaping 400 years of Egyptian slavery; King Solomon 
resisting the obvious temptations, to pray instead for 
wisdom and discernment, or Jesus’ emptying himself of 
divine power so that we might glimpse a life without 
sin, all of these stories show human beings bursting the 
bonds of some fearsome difficulty.  They are all about 
eluctation, and a choice made to answer the eager 
longing of God to welcome an emerging self.  



       The same is true for every life that chooses to turn 
from fears, however well founded, and the self-centered 
shortsightedness they engender, and moves instead in 
the direction of equanimity, reconciliation and hope: 
taking the longer view. It is a choice that is open to all of 
humankind. Maybe God knows already who will make 
this choice. So be it. One thing is clear, however, we 
ourselves can’t possibly know what our choice will be 
until we make it. Then it becomes our treasure in the 
field, our pearl of great price. We will bear witness to 
the change in us, by bringing out what is old and what is 
new to share with all we meet. We will become, not the 
“Elect,” but the “Eluct.” And when we do, despite 
hardship, distress, persecution, nakedness, peril, or 
sword, we shall be more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  Thenceforth, we shall be persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God. 
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