
How Full is Full? -- Proper8A 

       Immediate family “love” is a biological, anthropological, 
historical imperative directly resulting from the struggle for 
survival.  Allegiance, obedience and “love” for Jesus (who is 
described as love itself), on the other hand, is a spiritual, 
metaphysical, voluntary development. This might sound like 
that Fifth Commandment, “Honor thy Father and thy Mother,” 
had been vacated.  But Jesus did not come to abolish the law, 
he is quoted as saying he came to fulfill it.  

       One of the beautiful parts of our language is the way we 
compound words – words like compound, for example – taking 
elements from older words and putting them together to make 
new ones. These new words express ideas; they help us 
articulate the complexities of the human existence; they allow 
us to (verbally speaking) ‘boldly go where nobody has gone 
before.’ That Shakespeare was Shakespeare, which is to say, a 
groundbreaking genius, is in a large part due to the thousands 
of words he invented for his characters. Another example is the 
King James bible, whose enormous and lasting impact came 
from the richness of the language it employed. Compounded 
words are articulated metaphors. If you are making a special 
mixture of medicinal powders, perhaps you put them in a big 
bowl or mortar and pound away with your pestle until they are 
thoroughly blended. You com-pound them; you pound them 
together. This may seem like a simple and obvious idea, but 
when we try to understand the teachings of Jesus, the simplest 
and most obvious ideas are often the ones we struggle with, 
even to the point of missing them entirely.  

        Thus is the case with Jesus’ announcement that he has 
come to fulfill the law. He doesn’t say he’s going to carry it 



out, or fill the role of its enforcer. Fulfill implies filling to 
maximum capacity; it means that whatever law there is, 
whatever righteousness is possible for humankind to attain, 
whatever potential there is for the human race to flourish, Jesus 
has come to identify that maximum for us. He will not only 
identify the frontiers of spiritual possibility; he promises to 
encourage and empower us to direct and move our lives in 
their direction.  

       That’s why it’s not just fillment, it’s fulfillment. But it’s 
fulfillment that requires radical behavior; that is, behavior that 
gets to the root of things. So, as for that Fifth Commandment, 
of course honoring ones family connections and allegiances 
and obligations is important. Two thousand years later, we still 
need each other. Family love can still have a fundamental 
effect on our value to the communities we live in and on our 
inner peace. But if our families make demands on us or inflict 
wounds on us that turn us from paths of love and peacefulness, 
they can turn us into part of the problem; bad eggs; toxic 
avengers.  This is why following Jesus is the greater priority.  

       “Whoever does not take up the cross is not worthy of me.” 
In ful-filling the law, Jesus great act was to put others’ 
flourishing ahead of his own, by choice. This is the cross: to 
look at life as a boundless field of opportunity for selfless love. 
Certainly it’s possible that in setting such a priority, one’s own 
physical life will be cut short, by violence or otherwise – God 
knows that has happened all too often – but nobody is being 
asked to make that a goal. When Jesus says willingness to lose 
one’s life is central to the enterprise, he means two things: If 
that’s what it takes, then that’s what we’ll do; if we have to die 
to allow another to live, we can be willing to do that. But he’s 
also talking about losing in the sense of not finding. Because if 



what we prioritize above all is finding our life, finding our 
bliss, so to speak, ful-filling ourselves personally, then 
whatever it is we accomplish will most likely end at the 
moment of our death. But if what we do is oriented towards the 
development of others, towards conservation of the planet and 
peace among the peoples, there is a far more permanent 
satisfaction in the offing. Perhaps the life-losing is as simple a 
thing as setting aside my priorities, my preferences, my agenda 
on a given occasion and saying, “I want whatever you want 
today my love,” and meaning it! 

       That is the Kingdom of Heaven; that is eternal life. And 
when we are doing these things, the people who accept and 
encourage us radical prophets and righteous fillers-full are 
themselves accepting Jesus. Perhaps they will be tempted to do 
the same.  Whoever chooses this way will be propelled into 
immeasurable fulfillment and timeless communion with the 
good. 

       This is the life-losing Jesus is calling us to; this is the 
voice of God. Will it involve some hardship on occasion? 
Certainly. The story of Abraham and Isaac surely represents 
more than a legend about the time the Israelites quit doing 
human sacrifices. Such a fundamental choice on his part, to 
follow the instructions of God, prioritizing them over his own 
deepest familial instincts can’t be advice about how to do 
church, sacrifices and all. (Although we will likely have a fine 
barbeque here come September). No, this story, however it 
came about in the first place, is useful to us now as an allegory, 
a parable.  Abraham is willing to lose his worldly life – surely 
our children are that to us – if doing so is what God requires. 
Since we know that God requires no such thing, but instead 
calls upon us to be just and humble and merciful, then it 



follows that our eagerness to pursue those qualities is our 
sacrifice. The angel promises “offspring numerous as the 
stars,” as the consequence of Abraham’s cooperation. We live 
in the belief that every selfless act of ours will resonate to 
eternity. We are called to be prophets, not profiteers. 

        “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless 
you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And by your 
offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for 
themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”  

       As we get older, and hopefully wiser, the more relative 
value we’re likely to put on commitment to relationships over 
personal satisfaction. But we can start producing these spiritual 
offspring anytime: we can start right now. And the sooner we 
start putting more value on relationships than on personal 
satisfaction, the happier and more gracious we’ll be as we’re 
growing older.  There is no question what Jesus had in mind 
for us. The only question is, What kind of offspring do we 
choose to have?  
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