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From the Rector

Dear People of St. Peter’s,

When I went on the Holy Land Pilgrimage in May—June, I made
many discoveries about the geography of Jordan, Israel, and Palestine.
While I did not expect to walk on the very stones where Jesus and his
companions traveled, I would see, however, some of the same sights
that they did, and gain good insight into his life and ministry.
Although we traveled by bus from one holy site to another, we did get
a sense of what travel in that locale was like for them.   At many of
our stops, we read scripture pertinent to the site.  It then comes alive
for us.   As I read scripture now, and especially when I preach, I recall
those sites and say, “I was there.”  These good connections strengthen
our Christian traditions, as well as challenge our perceptions of the
life that Jesus led.

I waited for the faithful time to make this pilgrimage.   You may have
already done so, or plan to do this.   You have my prayers of encour-
agement.  For those who have not (yet) made this journey, St. Peter’s
is offering an opportunity to experience a great deal of this experi-
ence.  A twelve session course called “First Light” will begin on
September 20 and 23.  The list of the topics is elsewhere in the Rock.
I strongly encourage you to come, to urge others to come, too.  My
pictures and cards and souvenirs will augment the course material.
Each of us grows through this time of Adult Christian Formation.
Please come and share your questions and knowledge of Jesus’ life.
Share also in my pilgrimage.  Invite your friends.   Already a member
of another parish will be joining us.   We all have much to offer in the
discussions and fellowship of this course.

Peace and love in Christ,



What has your vestry been up to this summer?
By Diane Ludin, senior warden

Here are a few of our projects:

1. We’ve contracted with Good News Harmony Gardening to maintain the
Memorial Garden on the Shasta Ave. side of the church. The money for this
care comes from the Memorial Garden Maintenance Fund. This fund is sep-
arate from St. Peter’s General Operating Fund. Therefore, the cost will not
affect our limited budget.

Come. Walk in the garden. You can already see the improvements.

2. We’ve debated a new barbecue to replace the one Sprint dismantled earli-
er this year. Sprint gave us sufficient money to reconstruct the barbecue or to
purchase a professional barbecue on wheels. The money is in the bank.

Currently, with the help of parishioner Clint Hoose, we’re looking at a bid to
accomplish the project. As designed, it will meet St. Peter’s needs for years
to come with a smaller, more fuel efficient barbecue than we had. Firewood
has become an expensive commodity. Using less wood means more profits
for our Annual Barbecue.

The consensus of the vestry is to construct a barbecue for less money than
Sprint gave us, so that we can fund other projects such as, possibly, repaving
our deteriorating parking lot.

3. Your vestry held a special, all-day meeting at Ellen Pool’s home to dis-
cuss how to grow our membership by meeting the needs of the unchurched.
We’d all spent the last two months surveying what attracts people to a spe-
cific church or, if people were non-churchgoers, what might bring them
back. The purpose of the survey was to move beyond what we think attracts
members to church.

Vestry will further analyze the information gathered. However, preliminary
results show the importance of a sense of community, music and children’s
education to prospective parish members.

These are just a few of the things vestry is working on. The vestry is
charged with administering the business affairs of the parish. Ecclesiastical
matters, those pertaining to worship and our spiritual growth as individuals
and as a parish are Harriet’s responsibility.

Maybe you’d like to become a member of the vestry team. New members
are elected at St. Peter’s Annual Meeting in January or February. Tell Harriet
or any vestry member if you’re interested. Our phone numbers and e-mail
addresses are on the inside cover of the parish directory. 

Middle Eastern Dinner for the Four Homes of Mercy

Nearly 70 people gathered on Friday, August 20, at St. Barnabas’,
Arroyo Grande.   Sandee Helow of Something’s Cooking catered a
delicious authentic Middle Eastern dinner. Belly dancing entertained
us, music from Jordan played, as well as pictures of the entire trip,
during the dinner, and the two pilgrims, the Rev. Valerie Valle, St.
Barnabas’, and the Rev. Harriet Linville, St. Peter’s, spoke of the Holy
Land Pilgrimage, especially of the visit to the Four Homes of Mercy
in Bethany.  This facility cares for severely neurologically disabled
Muslim children and adults.   While the Greek Orthodox Church lends
support, funds for this incredible facility come from many sources.
That said, it was clear that the funds are uncertain, sometimes enough
only to buy food for the patients.  The staff does some very serious
praying about how God will provide the residents their daily bread.
So this benefit dinner, along with a raffle for a mosaic, raised nearly
$900.   Additional donations would be most welcome, with checks
made out to the Four Homes of Mercy, and put into the offering plate
or mailed to St. Peter’s.   They may also be mailed to the American
representative, Ms. Liz Mulford, 10455 Torre Avenue, Cupertino CA
95014.  This agency truly captured our hearts.

The Case For God 

4 Thursdays in October (7, 14, 21, 28) – 10 am to Noon at St. Benedict’s,
Los Osos
“The Case for God” (by Karen Armstrong) guides readers through the histo-
ry of the world’s major religions, underlining the call to compassion that is
shared by all faiths.  The last third of Armstrong’s book examines the mod-
ern era, looking at 19th and 20th century developments in science, philoso-
phy and theology. Our discussions will focus on modern faith perspectives,
including agnosticism and atheism.  All points of view are welcome, and it is
not necessary to have attended previous sessions to participate.  Sponsored
by the Hollister Institute at St. Benedict’s, discussions are led by the Rev.
Donna Ross.  If you’re interested in joining these discussions, contact Donna
Ross at 235-5117 or donnaross@charter.net. 



Adult Christian Formation Classes offered this Fall

In May-June of this year, I joined 10 other pilgrims on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land, Jordan, Israel, and Palestine.   For 18 days, including
travel, we toured holy sites and visited four agencies.  A transforma-
tive experience, yet one not everyone is able to undergo.   On way to
share this incredible journey with you is by participating in a 12 ses-
sion course, “First Light.”  The titles of each session will give you an
idea of the topics:
1. The Matrix of Jesus
2. The Advent of the Messiah
3. God’s Great Cleanup
4. Collaborative Eschaton
5. The Lake as the World
6. Parables as Lures
7. Jesus as Lord
8. Substitutionary Atonement?
9. Demonstrations in Jerusalem
10.  The Crown & the Crucifixion
11.  Resurrection as Resistance
12.  America as the New Rome

A few years ago two groups met to study a curriculum called “Living
The Questions.”  Some of the same scholars have produced this
series, with John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg leading these
sessions.  There will be a 20 minute DVD presentation, then time for
discussion, sharing, and a snack or a simple meal, depending upon the
group.  To cover the program’s cost, a donation of $12 is asked.
Scholarships are available.

One group will meet on Mondays, 1:30—3 pm. and the other will
gather on Thursdays, 5:30—7pm., both in the library in the parish
hall.  As part of the value is in the small group discussion, it is
expected that participants will take part in all of the sessions.  Please
call the parish office to sign up.  This is open to St. Peter’s members
and others.  

Introduction To Centering Prayer Workshop

Saturday, September 11 – 10 am–3 pm at St. Barnabas’
Church, Arroyo Grande
Contemplative Prayer is the opening of mind and heart – our
whole being – to God. Centering Prayer is a method designed
to facilitate the development of contemplative prayer. It is an
attempt to present the Christian teachings of earlier times in
an updated form with a certain order and regularity. It is not
meant to replace other kinds of prayer; it simply puts other
kinds of prayer into a new and fuller perspective. Centering
Prayer is perhaps more accurately referred to as “The Prayer
of Consent.” During the time of prayer we consent to God’s
presence and action within.  Br. Roy Parker, a spiritual direc-
tor, retreat leader and Episcopal priest who lives in community
with the Brothers of the Holy Cross in Santa Barbara, will
lead the workshop that provides the background on the place
of Centering Prayer within one’s spiritual life, an introduction
to the actual method, and two opportunities to experience
Centering Prayer within the group setting. (This is the first
part of a seven-session introduction to the Centering Prayer
practice. Six additional weekly sessions to be led by the Rev.
Valerie Valle will be scheduled based on the availability of the
participants.  These additional sessions provide an opportunity
for discussion and questions concerning the practice of
Centering Prayer, to practice Centering Prayer within a group
and to watch a half hour video by Fr. Thomas Keating.)  $20
donation requested for the workshop – but no one will be
turned away for lack of funds. Coffee, tea, and snacks will be
provided starting at 9:30; bring a bag lunch. Please pre-regis-
ter so that we will have adequate materials available, at saint-
barnabas@sbcglobal.net.



Education for Ministry Begins this Fall

Lay persons are called to ministry by the church. Lay ministry is different from
ordained ministry, but does require some training and education.  EfM helps us to
face the difficult and often subtle task of interpreting the richness of the church's
faith in a complex and confusing world.  A theological education supports our faith
and also teaches us to express that faith in day-to-day events. As the emphasis on
lay ministry has grown, EfM has come to play an important role by providing a pro-
gram that develops an informed and knowledgeable laity. EfM is a four year pro-
gram that you commit to one year at a time.  Registration is $350 per person per
year and covers the cost of your class and your book.

Join EfM this fall and dig deeper into the Christian faith, studying the Bible,
Church history and theological ideas and reflect on connecting faith with life expe-
riences.

On Monday, Sept. 13th at 6:30 pm there will be an information meeting for EfM in
the new conference room at St. James Episcopal Church. Please come if you are
interested in finding out more about Education for Ministry.

"And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and
serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord."

“I don’t need a name tag; everyone knows who I am.”
by Bill Morley

If you have said or thought that, please read on.  Please consider a few facts.

First, maybe not even all the members know who you are.  I have experienced times
when someone who attended church regularly did not know the name of someone
else who also regularly attended.

Second, even though it may not seem so, we actually do, from time to time, have a
new person begin attend St. Peter’s.  We encourage these people to sport a name tag
so we can get to know them.  Isn’t it only common courtesy for you to don a name
tag for the same reason?

My intention is to help everyone to realize that wearing a name tag helps new com-
ers and visitors to feel more comfortable.  It may help them to come back the next
Sunday.

It is for St. Peter’s that we have the name tags.  If it’s inconvenient for anyone to
clip the tag to their shirt or blouse or any other garment, just imagine how much
more inconvenient it is for someone who doesn’t know that person’s name to start a
conversation. Communities are more welcoming of newcomers when the names of
the members are known or are there to learn.

Memorial Service for Dr. Gordon Gritter

Saturday, September 25 – 4 pm at St. Stephen’s, San Luis Obispo
The Rev. Barry Turner, rector of St. Stephen’s, writes in the
September Witness, “We lost our dear friend, Dr. Gordon Gritter, who
died Aug.19 following a brief struggle with cancer. Gordon is widely
known, not only locally but also through our diocese and national
church for his many years of ministry at the various levels of our
church. Gordon was highly respected for his clear thinking that has
helped the church through many difficult times. He was elected from
our Diocesan Convention as Deputy to General Convention five
times, and as an alternate to the last one just a year ago, which covers
the last 18 years. He served as member and president of Diocesan
Standing Committee for multiple four-year terms. In the  parish he has
been on the vestry twice since I came and was the first Senior Warden
who served after my coming in 1996. He has been a member of the
choir for many years and loved the music and the community at St.
Stephen’s. One of the most remarkable legacies he leaves us is the
example of one who shared his life, time, talent and energy so com-
pletely for others through the church. His generosity leaves us such an
example of Jesus’ teaching that we find ourselves by losing ourselves
in the service of others. The Memorial Service will be at 4 pm on
Saturday, September 25 at St. Stephen’s, San Luis Obispo, with
Bishop Mary Gray Reeves as the celebrant.” For more information,
email ststephenslo@gmail.com.

SLO Deanery Meeting 

Saturday, September 25 – 9:30 am – 3 pm at St. James’ Church, Paso
Robles. As part of the morning meeting, the Diocesan Budget
Committee will make its presentation on the 2011 Budget and answer
delegates’ questions.  Chancellor Nancy Cohen will explain the
changes in Title IV, the ministry canon, passed at the 2009 General
Convention of the Episcopal Church. Bishop Mary will make her
presentation in the afternoon.  Lunch will be provided by St. James’
Church; delegates are asked to make a $6 donation at the lunch table.
For more information contact St. James’ at barbara@stjamespasorob-
les.org.



Parish Clean Up

The economy status in recent years has affected us all in many ways.  We
have all had to give up some extras or find that what we thought was a
necessity is something that can be lived without—albeit not easily.

Our wonderful St. Peter’s has also been deeply affected by the financial state
of our country and the world.  Because we have personally had to tighten
our budgets, which means not being able to give as much financially to St.
Peter’s as we would like, St. Peter’s too, has had to tighten its budget and
therefore some extras and perceived necessities have been cut.

One of those cuts was our
monthly housekeeping
expense.  This was a sad
cut for two reasons.  The
first of course being that it
meant a loss of a customer
and income for the house-
keepers.  The second being
that St. Peter’s people will
have to figure out how to
keep up with the house-
keeping by volunteers. 

As part of the budget
approval, I agreed to organ-
ize a monthly cleanup of
our buildings.  I had hoped
by now to have a regular schedule and a regular crew of volunteers.  The
challenge has been to find a day and time that is consistent every month.
Because we have many groups that use our facilities during the week and on
Saturdays, this has proved to be more difficult than I expected.  Also, many
of our members are not as spry as they once were, so anything more than a
little dusting or sweeping is not feasible for them.  Then there are those who
are still in the full time work force.  And not to be forgotten are all those
with vacation time or friends and family visits.  The volunteer pool is indeed
limited.

I have committed to personally making sure we have a clean worship space
and clean facilities for fellowship.  As I am not in a financial position to give

up working full time and have other obligations to the church and to family
my time is as limited as just about anybody else. 

My hope and plan, with the help of the Holy Spirit and blessings from God,
is to find that elusive monthly time slot and to encourage, incite, and inspire
others of St. Peter’s members to want to be a part of this ministry.  Yes it is a
ministry.  And the fellowship of getting together to do something this impor-
tant will bring us untold personal and parish joy.  Helping one another in the
building up of our faith always brings blessings we would not have other-
wise. 

My phone (805-550-2907), my email (susanarnold2010@gmail.com), my
door (2798 Elm Ave, Morro Bay) are always open to suggestions and volun-
teers. 

Please watch for scheduled dates in our weekly bulletin.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

Susan Arnold

Two Thousand Years Of Upheaval

Thursdays beginning September 16 – 2:30 pm at St. Benedict’s, Los Osos
Every 500 years the church goes through a big upheaval – when there is a
conflict and some things are thrown out and others are reclaimed. It has been
described as being like a rummage sale! The last one was the Reformation
when the Protestant churches began. We're in the middle of one now.  This
three-week class looks at the last three periods of upheaval and asks what
clues, if any, they can give us about what is happening today.  Three
Thursday afternoons: September 16, 23, 30 – 2:30-4pm.  Taught by the Rev.
Dr. Caroline Hall. Sponsored by the Hollister Institute (which offers the
local community a variety of classes and workshops covering a broad range
of religious and spiritual topics. Classes are open to Episcopalians and to the
general public). For more information, call 534-0827.



Visiting the Prado Day Center
by Aidan Farrell

It was a privilege to have the opportunity to visit to the Prado Center on
August 7th, 2010, to serve lunch with St. Peter's Episcopal Church. The
Prado Center is a truly unique location where volunteers from different
organizations, churches, or families donate their time to feed the homeless
every day. A full course meal is served to those in need, which on this day
was chicken pot pies, salad, and dessert. I was able to assist in the serving
by passing out bread. One of the things that made this experience so worth-
while was the appreciation that was showed by the people who were served.
The "thank you" and "God bless you" remarks made me happy inside
because I felt that they appreciated and were thankful for what was done for
them that day.

It was inspiring to see what has been set up at the Prado Center and all the
people who donate time and care to this wonderful cause. Even more, I was
able to witness that those lined up for lunch are not very different from any
of us. Some were dressed as if they had just come from work, while it
looked as if some others' lives had obviously taken a bad turn a longer time
ago. I saw them sitting in the sun, talking to others over their meals, reading,
or just seeming to enjoy the day. I felt thankful that there is a place such as
the Prado Center for them to find sanctuary but wondered: what would these
people do without such a place?

I highly recommend the experience I had as a server that day. I knew that I
was doing something for others instead of for myself, for people who need
those things which we take for granted. If you ever have an opportunity to
serve at the Prado Center, I promise you will be glad that you did.

Aidan Farrell is a member
of St. Peter's church in
Morro Bay along with his
parents Suzy and Brian, sis-
ter Claire and brother
Graham. He has traveled
extensively in his young
life, in 2002 to South
Korea, in 2005 to Germany.
The family will now live
Paso Robles and teach in
the Pleasant Valley School
District.

Financial Report As of August 31th, 2010

Revenues Received Expected BudgetedYear
Offerings 71,039 68,153 102,230 
Rents received 26,461 26,532 39,798 
Parish Hall use 1,911 2,730 4,095 
Fund raising projects 75 0 0 
Special projects 1,290 1,533 2,300 
Miscellaneous other revenues 1,135 1,252 1,878 
Interest 2,246 2,721 4,082 
Total Revenues 104,155 102,922 154,383 

Expenses Have Spent Expected Budgeted Year
Childcare-babysitting 20 67 100 
Diocesan fair share 9,928 10,241 15,361 
Equip & fixtures-new purchase 0 267 400 
Insurance 10,789 12,069 18,103 
Maintenance & repair 1,048 1,713 2,570 
Office (not supplies) 1,464 1,734 2,601 
Supplies 1,593 1,467 2,200 
Taxes 1,213 1,618 2,427 
Utilities 5,989 6,145 9,218 
Miscellaneous expenses 1,016 1,912 2,868 
Total Expenses 99,874 102,799 154,198 

How did we do in August?      

_ In August, we received $1,086 more that we spent.   Since January 1st we have
received $4,282 more than we have spent.  Cash flow is good.  
_ We have donated $492  to Church Divinity School of Pacific---32% of our $1,536
goal.
Sprint is still moving!!!   Replacement cross and electronics should be installed

within the next 3-4 weeks.  I don’t know if that means the antenna will be “on line:”
or just installed.
_ A full copy of the August Financial Report is on the bulletin board (with a orange
cover). 
_ Any questions or comments please call me—771-8270 or email:  wschob@sbc-
global.net   In September, I will be in New Zealand so email me.

WWaall tt  SScchhoobb,    Treasurer



Serving at the Prado Meal in August
Harriet Linville, Suzy Farrell, Aidan Farrell, Ian Hughes, Edith Ross

and Diane Ludin were servers this month. Jim and Susan Arnold’s Wedding



 September - October 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath

Pentecost 15        5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8am Holy Eucharist Labor Day 9:15 MP 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath

10:30 Holy Eucharist Office Closed Choir 7:15

Pentecost 16       12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP Holy Cross Day 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath St. Peter's

10:30 Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP Choir 7:15 Barbecue
3-6 PM

Pentecost 17       19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP St Matthew 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath SLO Deanery

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult Apostle & Evangelist Choir 7:15 5:30-7 PM Adult Budget Prieview
12:15 Vestry Christian Formation Class 9:15 MP Christian Formation Class 9:30 AM - 3 PM

St. James'
Paso Robles

Pentecost 18       26 27 28 29 30 October  1 2
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP 9:15 MP St Michael 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath Prado Meal

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult and All Angels 5:30-7 PM Adult
Hunger Walk Christian Formation Class 10 AM Eucharist Christian Formation Class

Choir 7:15

Ongoing Weekly Groups
7:30 pm Al-Anon 9 am-noon Bridge Last Sat. 10:30-Noon

7-8 pm Nicotine Multiple Sclerosis 
Anonymous Support Group



 October - November 2010
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Pentecost 19        3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP 9:15 MP 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult Choir 7:15 5:30-7 PM Adult
Christian Formation Class Choir 7:15 Christian Formation Class

Pentecost 20       10 11 12 13 14 15 16
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP 9:15 MP 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult Choir 7:15 5:30-7 PM Adult
Christian Formation Class CDSP Deans Christian Formation Class

Pentecost 21       17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8am Holy Eucharist St. Luke 9:15 MP 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath St. James of Jerusalem

10:30 Holy Eucharist The Evangelist Choir 7:15 5:30-7 PM Adult Brother of Jesus
12:15 Vestry 9:15 MP 12:30 SLO Clericus Christian Formation Class

2-3:30 PM Adult St. Stephen's
Christian Formation Class

Pentecost 22       24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP 9:15 MP 10 AM Eucharist St. Simon Rector's Sabbath

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult Choir 7:15 St. Jude
Christian Formation Class Apostles

9:15 MP
5:30-7 PM Adult

Christian Formation Class
Pentecost 23       31  November 1 2 3 4 5 6

All Hallows Eve All Saints' Day All Souls' Day 10 AM Eucharist 9:15 MP Rector's Sabbath El Camino Real
8am Holy Eucharist 9:15 MP 9:15 MP Choir 7:15 5:30-7 PM Adult Diocesan Convention

10:30 Holy Eucharist 2-3:30 PM Adult Christian Formation Class St. Andrew's
Christian Formation Class Saratoga

Ongoing Weekly Groups
7:30 pm Al-Anon 9 am-noon Bridge Last Sat. 10:30-Noon

7-8 pm Nicotine Multiple Sclerosis 
Anonymous Support Group
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