
  
DRAFT Minutes 

St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting 

20 April 2008 
 

 
I. The meeting was called to order by the Sr.Warden, Bud Zeuschner at 12:30.  Donna 

Baker, Jim Arnold, Dianne Ellis, Sandy Gordon, Frank Fiedler, Don Rose and Bud 
Zeuschner present.  The Rector, Harriet Linville joined the meeting after she 
participated in the annual Blessing of Fleet.   Sandy Gordon led the opening prayer. 

 
II. Minutes from previous meeting  noted one correction  - it was Donna Baker who 

brought up the item concerning expanding the space for “Indulgences” area.(not 
Dianne Ellis) 

 
MSP (Arnold/Ellis) to approve the minutes as corrected with thanks to Susan 
Johnson. 

 
III. Guests - Mr. Berkeley Johnson, Canterbury Chaplin for the SLO Deanery, was 

introduced and thanked for his sermon today.  He explained the basics of the 
Canterbury Ministry, reminding us that the SLO Deanery was one of only five grants 
given nationwide to support this type of project, and the grant expires next year.  It 
will be up to the Deanery to replace the $30,000 from that grant in order to continue 
this ministry.  Berkeley left brochures and a pledge letter which invites people to 
pledge $1,000 a year to support this activity. 

 
Ms. Edith Ross, representing the Altar Guild was introduced. She explained the 

background and workings of this ministry as they care for the linens, obtain and arrange 
flowers weekly, and polish the brass as needed.  In addition, they have taken on duties as 
counters for weekly collections and are acting as schedulers for the Sunday servers.  
Edith was joined by Donna Baker in pointing out the need for additional persons to be 
involved in this non-gender specific activity (EOE!). It was pointed out how the 
invitation to join this group is powerful when it comes from the rector, and its importance 
underscored.  Persons are welcome to contact Edith at her new email address 
(Edith_Ross@SBCglobal.net  (there is an underscore mark between “Edith” and “Ross”) 
for more information.  Edith and Donna responded to questions from the Vestry, and 
were thanked with round of applause for all the good work done by Altar Guild members. 
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IV. The Rector will be at Clergy Conference in Salinas April 21-23. 
Bud reminded members of the “Magnetic Church” Conference May 16-17 in 
Saratoga.  In addition to the Rector, Bill Morley, Carrie Trahan, Susan Johnson, Jo 
Johnson plan to attend.  Jim Arnold will also try to be there.   
 
 The Parish will mark “St. Peter’s Day” on June 29 with a mid-year parish potluck 
brunch at 9:00 AM between services.  Updates on Mutual Ministry, Mission 
Statement and leadership team details will be presented at that time. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report had been distributed by Walt Schob  
MSP (Fiedler/Gordon) to accept the report with thanks to Walt. 
 
Reminder:  The next Vestry meeting will be THURSDAY, May 15 at 5:00 -:6:30 PM.  
Vestry members are invited to bring light supper fare to share with others. 

 
V. Business Items 

a. Music Committee Report from Don Rose discussed their work, including 
reviewing the contract terms and conditions, advertising widely, arranging for 
interim musicians, and encouraging parish members to use their networks and 
contacts to spread the word about this opening.   The Vestry thanked Don and 
members of the Music Committee for this important project. 

 
b. Mission Statement Update:  Vestry members were reminded to continue thinking 

about wording and to seek input from congregation members. 
 

c. The Rector introduced an item to use the Yellow Pages, which would include both 
hardcopy and online listings at a cost of about $100 per month.  
 MSP (Baker/Ellis) to allocate $1,200 for this purpose for a year’s listing. 

 
d. Frank and Sandy brought up the use of a weed whacker and lawn mower.  Frank 

was authorized to seek maintenance/repair on the lawnmower. 
 

e. Donna reported on the fun and feisty “Game Night” on April 29, with Trivial 
Pursuit occupying many who attended (The Rector won!). 

 
f. The Vestry discussed including a $5 allowance to help cover gas expenses for 

childcare givers.  There were no objections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

VI. General Announcements - The Rector presented an idea about showing the film “The 
Bible Tells Me So” as part of a parish discussion or study session and the vestry 
members were supportive of exploring that activity. 

 
VII. The meeting Adjourned at 1:50 with a prayer led by the Rector. 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, May 15, 5:00 – 6:30 PM – light supper potluck. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Bud Zeuschner   
 


