
St. Peter’s by-the Sea Episcopal Church 
 

Vestry Meeting Minutes October 18, 2009 – Church Parish Hall 
 
In Attendance: The Rev. Harriet Linville, Rector, Ellen Pool, Junior Warden, Judy 
Gallo, Dan Bogart, Frank Fiedler, Shirley Dean, Jim Arnold, Dianne Ellis,  
Bill Bowes, Susan Johnson, Clerk.  
Excused:  Raymond “Bud” Zeuschner, Senior Warden, Walt Schob, Treasurer 
Call To Order: The regular meeting of the Vestry of St. Peter’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church was called to order at 12:30p.m. followed by an opening 
prayer.  
Shirley Dean gave her official resignation from the vestry because she and 
Sandy Gordon are moving to Hamilton, Montana, at the end of the month. 
She gave a very moving speech to let all know how much she appreciates God 
bringing her to St. Peter’s.  She loves the people of St. Peter’s and will miss 
everyone very much.  She looks forward to continuing her service at St. Paul’s in 
Hamilton. Harriet then offered a prayer of thanksgiving for Shirley’s love and 
service and blessings for her move. 
Minutes Approval: The September minutes approval was deferred to the 
November meeting. 
The spiritual reflection was given by Ellen Pool.  She gave the vestry a list of the 
Seven Wonders of the World as redefined by a 6th grader as follows: 1. to see, 2. 
to hear, 3. to touch, 4. to taste, 5.  to laugh, 6. to love, 7. to feel. 
She then read a poem by Bessie Stanley that she has kept in her wallet for many 
years. 

He has achieved success who has lived well, laughed often, and loved much;  
Who has enjoyed the trust of pure women, the respect of intelligent men and the 
love of little children;  
Who has filled his niche and accomplished his task;  
Who has never lacked appreciation of Earth's beauty or failed to express it;  
Who has left the world better than he found it,  
Whether an improved poppy, a perfect poem, or a rescued soul;  
Who has always looked for the best in others and given them the best he had;  
Whose life was an inspiration;                                                                               
Whose memory a benediction.  
                                                           http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Anderson_Stanley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rector’s Report: Harriet will write a report and send it to the vestry to be 
attached to the October minutes.  She updated the status of the Reverend 
Suzanne Watson.  Suzanne is an applicant for Bishop of Alaska.  The Diocese of 
Alaska is sending their search team to “visit” her at St. Peter’s on November 7th.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bessie_Anderson_Stanley


(At the end of October, beginning of November, our committee will be traveling in 
different directions to visit each of these candidates.  We will be meeting with 
them, their families, their wardens, vestries, secretaries, musicians, 
congregations, Bishops and communities.  
http://www.alaskabishopsearch.org/news.html) 
Senior Warden’s Report: Spain is beautiful this time of year, wish you all were 
here.   
Junior Warden’s Report: Ellen reported there were about 100 people who 
came on Saturday, October 10th to hear the Pacific Repertory Opera perform 
songs from the Pirates of Penzance.  Unfortunately there was a 
miscommunication and the singers were a no show.  She said all were very 
disappointed but good-natured about it.    
She reminded everyone of the educational meetings the AAUW holds at St. 
Peter’s on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  The meetings are open to the public.   
Ellen also mentioned a correction that needed to be added to the August 
minutes.  The term rent was used instead of donation in referring to the money 
the AAUW will be sending for next year’s use of the parish hall. 
Treasurer’s Report: See the attached report for details.  Bill Bowes noted that 
the report mentioned a concern that the rugs in the rental house 532 ½ Napa Ave 
may need replacing.  He has a rug that is only a year old that he would like to 
donate.  He will contact Walt to see if the rug will fit.   The report was accepted 
and entered into the minutes. 
The current donation from St. Peter’s to CDSP is $732.00.  Harriet reminded 
everyone that making a donation yearly to an accredited seminary is a budget 
item mandate of the Episcopal Church.  Each church is to give 1% of it’s 
operating budget.  St. Peter’s 1% is calculated to be $1610.40.  Susan asked if 
this could be added to the Time/Treasure/Talent forms.  Harriet suggested it was 
possible.  No action was taken on the suggestion. 
Worship Team: Although there hasn’t been a team meeting since August, Jim 
did speak briefly on the workshop by Canon Reverend Jesus Reyes several 
members of St. Peter’s attended at St. James earlier this month.  He was 
impressed by Jesus’ story of what brought him to the Episcopal Church.  After his 
first visit he had a knock at his door.  When he opened the door all that was there 
was a cake left at the door with a” thank you for visiting us” note from the church.  
Jim thought St. Peter’s could be more proactive in this way by perhaps leaving a 
small plant and a note at the home of a visitor if the address was local.   
Harriet asked the vestry for their thoughts on the Alternative Service used during 
the worship services in September.  Jim felt the different wording gave him a 
more balanced understanding of the Confession and enjoyed the Eucharist.  
Judy Gallo said it was thought provoking.  Dianne Ellis thought it was interesting 
and would be good once in awhile but was more comfortable with the traditional 
service.  All agreed they were more comfortable with the traditional service.  Most 
felt the music was too “bouncy”.   
Harriet then asked the vestry to consider whether to have a Thanksgiving Day 
and a Christmas Day service.  Because historically the attendance on both days 
has been so light, the vestry agreed to the cancellation of the 2 services and just 
have one on Christmas Eve.  

http://www.alaskabishopsearch.org/news.html


Operations:  Dianne Ellis is still working on her report.    
Growth and Outreach: Susan asked if the deanery had an on-call transportation 
to church system in place for the needy or the interested.  She specifically meant 
for places like the women’s shelter.  Harriet said that there are church members 
who have stated on their Time/Treasure/Talent forms they are available, but 
there isn’t a formal system in place.  Dianne asked if St. Peter’s is really using 
the Time/Treasure/Talent information.  Harriet said it could be better utilized than 
it is.  It was suggested that the forms could use some improvement.  
Building and Grounds: Frank happily announced that the restrooms have had 
hot water since October 2nd.  Then, sadly, he told of the neighbor who was 
worried that a limb from one of the trees could fall on their garage and something 
needed to be done.  PG&E was called to the rescue and did an emergency trim.  
Dianne will contact her nephew who does tree trimming professionally to get a 
quote.   
This brought up the need for general gardening and clean up.  After much 
discussion it was decided to have a Parish clean up weekend on December 4th 
and 5th to start at 9:00am.  Frank will coordinate the project.   
Frank will contact Bill Morley about how to reset the timer on the sprinkler system 
to be in compliance with Morro Bay’s water shortage mandate that has been put 
into effect as of October 19th.   
Harriet added the need to refinish the pews back on to the wish list for the near 
future. 
Team Mission Statements/Job Descriptions: Since Shirley has resigned, there 
isn’t an update. She has turned over what she has done to Dan Bogart who has 
agreed to take over the completion of the project.  He will try to have the Senior 
Warden description done by next vestry meeting. 
General Announcements: The soup/sandwich supper date has been changed 
from October 27th to October 30th  from 5:00 to 7:00pm.  Since Sandy Gordon will 
have moved to Montana by then, the vestry will host the dinner.  Each member 
will bring soup, sandwich, or dessert.   The focus will be on stewardship. 
Harriet asked the vestry members to host small group stewardship meetings, 
which will last an hour to an hour and a half.  She asked if they would each invite 
6 to 10 parishioners.  She will give an informational presentation on the Biblical 
basis for Time, Talent, and Treasure giving.   She said these meetings needed to 
be held by November 15th.  She asked to have the dates and times emailed to 
her.  The first date she has available will be October 25th.   
On November 14th, all those in the deanery who attended one or more of the 
Magnetic Church workshops will meet at St. Peter’s to go over what was learned 
and what can be implemented now and in the future. 
Harriet reminder everyone to prayerfully consider someone to complete Shirley 
Dean’s vestry term. 
 
 
 
 
Judy Gallo will give the spiritual reflection for the November meeting. 



Jim Arnold will give the spiritual reflection for the December meeting. 
Meeting for next month is set for November 15th. 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:15pm. 
 
 
Recorded by:   __________________________________ 
                        Susan L. Johnson, Clerk 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 


